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The history of the welfare services of physically challenged
persons started in India mainly after independence. In pre-independence
India, there was no recognized institution either in the government sector
nor in the private welfare sector, which was concerned with the welfare
and rehabilitation of physically challenged people. Whatever services and
tenure were limited to hospitals and bone doctors only. In fact, the need
for medical and vocational treatment of physically challenged people was
during World War 1l. The first artificial limb center was established in
Poona in 1944 for war victims. In 1950, the center also opened its
services to the general public. Disabled Welfare Department was formed
on September 1984 with the joint efforts of Central Government, State

~N _~ Government and Municipal Corporation and notified on 7 February 1996.
sXepd [dRdlde]feld, The purpose of this Act is to determine the responsibility of the Central
ﬁl‘tﬂ?{ HY. HNd and State Governments, local bodies for providing facilities, services to
persons with disabilities so that they can ensure their full participation by
getting equal opportunities as productive and useful citizens of the
country. Under the Act, there is a provision for education, employment,
vocational training, reservation, research and manpower development,
environment without barrier, social security of the disabled.
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